
he advanced with reference to the course of the vaso-
constrictor nerves.

Dr.' Starr replied that one theory was, that they
passed from the lateral tracts of the cord through the
fourth, fifth, and sixth cervical into the sympathetic
system and thence to the viscera. Another was that
they entered the sympathetic as far down as the level
of the first dorsal. There was an intimate connection
with the kidney. Experiments high up in the cord
would of course produce diabetes.

Dr. Sachs said that in his experiments high up in
the cord there was no diabetes.

Dr. C. L. Dana considered himself indebted to Dr.
Starr for so able a paper. The local vaso-motor gan-
glia had been assumed to exist, but had never been
satisfactorily demonstrated as physiological entities.
Vaso-motor disturbances were common as symptoms,
and were so considered rather than as a distinct disease.
Accompanying them there were almost always marked
sensory and trophic symptoms, especially if the vaso-
motor disturbances were chronic, and had made an
effect on the system. In this class of cases were those
vaso-motor troubles of the extremities, such as digiti
mortui, and mild types of renal disease ; an independ-
ent disorder, flushing of the ears ; Basedow's disease
and diabetes, which should also be ranked among these.
It gave rise to confusion to consider the vaso-motor
system as independent, in the same way as the sympa-
thetic system, forgetful of the relation of both of these
to the cerebro-spinal.

Dr. Weber spoke of the connection of sciatica with
diabetes. While sugar is found in the urine of pa-
tients suffering from protracted sciatica, there were
few cases of well-developed diabetes in which there
was sciatica. He related three cases of sciatica in
which there had been sugar in the urine, and attend-
ing symptoms of diabetes. He had seen cases where
sugar was present after sciatica ; but he had doubted if
true diabetes were developed by sciatica.

Dr. Leszynsky related two interesting cases of
vaso-motor disturbances. He questioned if cold was
not a factor to be considered, since a case of symmetri-
cal gangrene under his observation had relapses on
cold days. Chilblains were common in winter.

Dr. Starr, in closing the discussion, remarked
that the vaso-motor local ganglia had been very re-

cently demonstrated by French physiologists in frogs,
rabbits, and cats. He did not intend to give the im-
pression that sciatica caused glycosuria, but referred
to those cases, quite a number of which were on record,
where there was a sudden appearance of sugar in the
urine which afterwards disappeared.

Recent Literature.
The Blot upon the Brain: Studies in History and

Psychology. By William W. Ireland, M.D.,
of Edinburgh. New York: G. P. Putnam & Sons.
pp. 374. 1886.
It is difficult to give an adequate idea of the import

and value of this book in the limited space available.
It is iu many respects unique, treating, as it does, of
out-of-the-way subjects in psychology

—

topics which
are somewhat off the beaten path of such inquiry, but
are none the less interesting and instructive.

The more connected portion of the book is a group

-w- -

of studies relating to the mental defects of historical
personages. In these, the neuroses of several of the
great ruling families are traced in a masterly way
through a series of sketches of successive rulers. In
thus investigating the family histories of these historical
characters the writer has made a novel application of sci-
entific methods, which goes far towards convincing one
of the soundness of his conclusions.

He pictures very vividly the debasing effects of un-
checked power

—

a point upon which he is particularly
strong—in his account of the mental condition shown
in the career of the Claudian-Julian family, particularly
Drusus, Julia, Tiberius, Caligula, Messalina, Agrippina,
Nero, Commodus, and Heliogabalus.The neuroses of the Royal family of Spain are simi-
larly demonstrated. There are chapters also, on
Mahomet and Joan of Arc, which possess much histor-
ico-psychological interest. The paper on St. Francis
Xavier, the Apostle of the Indies, is inferior to the rest
in having little value as a psychological study, except
possibly, as illustrating the power of a " fixed idea."
The half-dozen remaining essays are of a more miscel-
laneous nature, and treat of Fixed Ideas, Unconscious
Cerebration, Wordless Thought, Left-Handedness and
Right-Headedness, Mirror-Writing, and the Dual Func-
tions of the Double Brain. Here we make and renew

acquaintance with a variety of useful facts, effectively
utilized to demonstrate the writer's views, which are,
in their turn, contributions of considerable value.

Although there is no lack of original investigation,
the nature of such a work involves not a little draft
upon the observations of others, but if compilation be
a literary sin, crime is here made attractive. The book
abounds in those little-known facts which being new
or uncommon, surprise, entertain and instruct, and at
the same time, give one the satisfactory sense of being
kept abreast of the times on the subjects considered.

The style is in every way- attractive, being concise
and clear, yet easy and graceful. This is a conspic-
uous feature of the book.

We regard the volume as a contribution to his-
torical literature of decided value, a desirable addi-
tion to our knowledge of psychological medicine, and
entertaining and profitable reading to persons of culture
not directly interested in mental science, a class which
the author hopes also to attract.

How we Treat Wounds To-day. A Treatise on the
subject of Antiseptic Surgery, which can be under-
stood by beginners. By Robert T. Morris, M.D.,
late House Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, New York,
etc., etc. pp. 162. New York and London: G. P.
Putnam's Sons (The Knickerbocker Press). 1886.
The enthusiastic author of this little manual attempts

to present in a short and practical manner the detailed
methods of wound-treatment in use among the so-called
antiseptic surgeons of the present day. The first half of
the book is devoted to a general consideration of differ-
ent antiseptic agents, drainage tubes, sutures, dressings,and the like ; the last half to the details in the treatment
of certain typical wounds. There are eight or nine
wood-cuts. Though the language which the author has
chosen to give expression to his opinions is often far
from dignified, and the style is frequently objectionable,
yet the book is so thoroughly practical that it must be
commended to those who wish to acquire an exact knowl-
edge of the details of antiseptic treatment, which expe-
rience has shown to be productive of the best results.
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